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HISTORY OF USS YOUNG (DD 58C)

Operations in the Aleutians, off the Kurile Islands of Japan, and
thrcughcut the Philippines earned the destroyer USS YOUNG five battle stars
during World War II. She alsc wears five Setting Sun flags «n her gun
directer for shocting dewn 5 Japanese planes unassisted and helping to dlSpLse
¢f twu others during one attack.

The ship was built by the Consclidated Steel Company, COrange, Texas.
Her keel was laid in their yards .n 7 May 1942 and she was launched con 15
October of the same year. Mrs. J. M. Schelling, wife of Captain J. M.
Schelling, USN, Supervisor of Shipbuilding at Orange, Texas, christened the
vessel.

The first vessel sc named was the DD 312 launched c¢n 8 May 1919 at
Bethlehem Shipbuilding Corporation, San Francisco, California, sponsored by
Mrs. John I. Nolan, wife of the Congressman from San Francisco. The ship was
nemed for Captain Jchn Young of Philadelphia who commended the INDEPENDENCE
1776-1777. He sailed frcm Cape Francis un 20 May 1781 in command of the
SARATOCGA which was separated from her consorts and apparently floundered at
sea. After routine service the ®SS YOUNG (DD 312) was sold in 1925.

The DD 580 was nemed in hcnor of Rear Admiral Lucien Young, USN, who was

crn in Kentucky in 1852. Young was appcinted a midshipman in 1869 and while
so serving on board the ALASKA, on 23 July 1873, he jumped overboard while
underway at sea to save the life of a seaman who had been knocked overbcard.
He was mentioned in a General Order by the Secretary of the Navy for his
extravrdinary heroism and awarded "a gold medal from the New York Benevolent
and Life Saving Instituticn, together with a certificate the Humane Scciety
of Massachusetts.

He served in the POWHATAN in 1875 and 1876; then transferring to the
HURON, a small vessel of 507 tons attached t¢ the Ncrth Atlantic Squadron.
The HURON arrived at Hamton Roads, Virginia, after a trip t. New York for
repairs, on 17 quember 1877, under instructiocns tc meke a scientific recon-
naissance of the coast of Cuba. She went to sea on 23 November and late in
the day encountered a moderate gale and heavy sea. Shortly afterwards, she
struck upon the beach near Nag's Head, North Carclina, and was wrecked. Ninety-
eight of her crew were lcst. Ensign Ycung and Seemen Antonic Williams succeed-
ed, after great exertion, in reaching the shore. Ycung sent a horseman to a
telegraph station at the life-saving depot seven miles away while he, bruised
and barefoot, walked four miles in the sand to another telegraph and life
saving station. Breeking it open, he got out the mcrtar lines and powder.
The local sheriff tock them up abreast the wreck with a mule team, but by the
time they arrived no c¢ne was alive on the ship.

In 1898 he commanded the HIST during the Spanish-American War, partici-
pating in the engagement at Manzanillo, Cuba, on 30 June 18398. He cut the
cable between Manzanillo end Santa Cruz del Sur on 10 July 1898, thereby
preventing cummunication and hindering the inland traffic with Manzanillo.
Young died with the rank of Rear Admiral c¢n 2 Octcber 1912.
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The USS YOUNG (DD 580), was placed in commissicn on 31 July 1943, under
the ccmmand of Lieutenant Commander Gecrge B. Madden, USN. Her crew fur the
most part came directly from various “Naval Training Statiuns and schcols;
hence, the shakedown cruise which follewed was necessarily an active one.

Operating cut of Guantanamc Bay, Cuba, the YOUN&'s first operation was
acting as carrier esccrt and plane guard fcr the USS LANGLEY. Then she was
assigned as one of the destroyers which esccrted the USS IOWA part .f the
way to Casablanca with President Roosevelt embarked. Orders then directed the
ship to join the Pacific fleet.

Proceeding by way cf the Panama Canal, the YOUNG arrived in the Pacific
cn 2k November 1943. Upcn arriving in Pearl Herbor, she was ordered to the
Northern Pacific theater by way of San Francisec. In January of 1944 she
arrived in the Aleutian area, where she ccntinued to uperate in icy, fog-
bcund weather for a year.

Her baptism of Tire came early in February when she was <ne of the Task
Force which bombarded the Japanese hcmeland for the first time in the war.
At Paramushira in the Kurile chain, the expanding enemy naval installations
were fired upon. After several months of patrolling and cperating cut of
Adak, Alaska, the ship participated in the second and third bombardments cf
the Kuriles, at Matsuwa on 13 June 1944 and on 26 June 194L at Paramushirc.

The next few months were spent in routine anti-submarine and anti-
aircraft patrols. On 26 August Captain Madden was relieveld by Lieutenant
Commander Donald G. Dockum.

Following more patrcl duty in the Aleutians, the ship was ordered back
to the mainland for a welcome period of recreation and overhaul. On 6 October
194k she left the Golden Gate and headed for the Western Pacifie for duty
with the 7th Fleet, in the Philippines. Reporting to the Fleet at Manus,
Admiralty Islands, on 31 October, she was made part of the anti-submarine
screen escorting a trocp convoy to reinforce the newly-won beachheads on Leyte.
The group arrived in Leyte Gulf on 18 Ngvember in the midst of a very hostile
reception. Three aircraft were shot down by the screen in the ensuing air
attacks.

The YOUNG was then assigned tc the tcugh job of escorting the first
resupply echelon tc Mindoro--steaming for two and a half days through waters
within easy reach of enemy airbases. There were eleven destrcyers, fourteen
L8Ts, six cargo ships, four LCIs and an Army tanker in the group. The first
action came about 1700 un 21 December 194k When about 25 planes attacked the
convoy, hitting twc LS8Ts and cne Liberty ship. The YOUNG downed five of the
planes unassisted, and helped knock down two more.

On 9 January cperations against Luzon began and the YOUNG was one of the
ships that composed the formidable array of naval power off Lingayen Guif.
Again the convoy was brought under air attack, and several vessels cf the
invasion forces were hit by Kemikazes.
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As the ground forces proceeded south from Lingayen, & sec.nd assault
force was fermed to land at San Francisco, later to make a juncture with the
Lingayen force north of Manila. On the morning of 29 January the attack group
was off San Antcnio preparing to launch an intensive bombardment.

Filipinos could be seen on the beach, and the YOUNG, sent ahead to scout
the situation, spied a small boat heading out from the beach. Risking decep-
tion, the ship stcpped and tock the ccurier gboard, a guerrilla lieutenant
who informed them that they had already taken the area. The bembardment was
cancelled and the landing proceeded without oppusition well ahead of schedule.

The YOUNG's next operation was the capture of Manila Bay. Early cn the
morning of 16 February 1945 the cruisers and destrcoyers assigned began blast-
ing away at Ccrregider, key to the port. After intensive bombing and strafing
frem the air, the island was taken by paratrocpers and infantry boated from
Mariveles to Malinte Hill. The YOUNG, PICKING and WICKES follcwed the mine-
sweepers in to saturate the area. The troops hit the beach at 1030 to cut the
island in two and to seize the commanding terrain.

For the next few months the ship enjoyed a respite, spending most of her
time in Subic Bay, with intermittent patrcl activities. Her last action
against the Japanese tuuk place in April when the Tth Fleet supported landings
in the Malabang-Parang-Cotabato area .n Mindanac.

On 21 May 1945 the ship received goud news. Instead of rejoining her
squadron, now in the thick of the Okinawa campaign, she was ordered to return
to Pearl Harbor for a L7-day overhaul at the Msre Island Navy Yard.

Following a post-repair shakedown cruise at San Diego, the ship set cut
again for Pearl Harbor, but the atcmic bemb and subsequent pezace negotiaticns
had resulted in a cessation of hostilities by the time she reached port.

Her first peace time duties were acting as plane guard for the SARATOGA off
Maui Island, during which she retrieved several pilcts from the water at night.

On 25 September 1945 the YOUNG Jjoined varicus elements uf the THIRD
Fleet and headed for the Bast Ccast to participate in the Navy Day ceremonies,
carrying 120 SeaBees hcme for discharge. On 27 Qctuber she anchored at New
York fur review by President Truman and cther dignitaries. On 1 November she
left New York for Charleston, Scuth Carolina. and an inactive status. After
the wirk of preservation had been ccmpleted, she was placed in reserve on 31
Jamuary 1946 with a skeletin crew on board fir fur maintenance.

The USS YOUNG earned -5 battle stars on the Asiatie-Pacifie Area Service
Medal focr participation in the felloewing speraticns:

1 Star/Kurile Islands Operation
Masashi-Wan-Kurabu-Zaki -- 4 February 19hh
Matsuwa -- 13 June 194k
Kurcbu Zaki -- 26 June 19hk

1 Star/Leyte landings -- 18 NOvember 19uk
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1 Star/Lingayen Gulf landings -- 9 January 1945
1 Star/Mindasnav landings -- 9-11, 16-17 March, 17-23 April 1945
1 Star/Manila Bay - Bicol operaticns

Zambales-Subic Bay -- 29-31 January 1945
Mariveles-Curregidor -- 15-28 February 1945

LR

STATISTICS
OVERALL LENGTH 376 feet
BEAM ho feet
SPEED 35 kaots
DISPLACEMENT 2050 tuns
COMPLEMENT 16 officers and 309 men

L A R

Cempiled: 27 April 1954
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U.2.8. YOUNG (DD580) )
Fleet Post Office
New York City, New York

The U.5.3, YOUIG (DD580) was commissioned at Orange, Texas in
July 1943, under command of Lieutenant Commander George B, Iiadden.
Her first and only assignment of interest in the Atlentic was as part
of the Anti-submarine screen for the U.S.S. IOVWA on its missicn to
carry the President to the Casa Blanca conference.

In the winter of 1943 she joined the NINTH FLEET at our newly -
attained Alutian bases and participeted in the first shore bombard-
ment of the Japanese hone islands, malting altogether six raids on
the Kuriles during the spring and summer of 1944, ‘

In the fall of 1944 under command of her present . skipper,
Commander Donald G. Dockum, who was ordered to the Southwest Pacific,
arriving at lianus in the Admiralty Islends in time to join the
supporting sereen of the first resupply convoy for our initial
Phillipine Beachhead at Leyte, ’

From that time forward she was actively engaged with various
task units of the SEVENTH FLEET in the liberation of the Phillipines,
serving as anti-submarine and anti~aireraft screen for amphibious
as well as major warship attack operations and as fire support vessel

in several bombardments of shore installations including ¥indoro,
Lingayen Gulf, San Narciso and Mindanao.

While supporting a minesweeping group preparatory to invasion
of Corregidor and Mariveles, she was the first American destroyer
to reenter Hanila Bay since its capture by the Japanese in 1942,

The ship is eredited officizlly with a bag of five kamikazges,
one of which was brought down at night in full radar control.

ENCLOSURE MAD to
U.Z.8,., YOUEG (DD580)
Serial: 206, SO10 3 3

L
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U.5.8. YOUHG (DD580)
Fleet Post Office
vew York City, Few York,

What may be considered & news worthy incident was on the
occasion of the landing at San Narciso, on Luzon Island above
Subic Bay., Plens had been laid for the customary pulverizing
bombardment prior te H-hour, her assignment being to proceed
to point blank range of the area for the purpose of testing
enemy shore instellations. Gambling heavily on an unintelligble
wig-wiag signal from a smzall native sail boat, she stopped and
received sboard its occupant who proved to be a lieutenant of
the Phillipine Guerrillas, with the report that the area had
been tcken by them from the Japanese only the day before. Uis
a result of this maneuver, the devasteting and costly bomberdment
was avoiced, and daylizht found scores of friendly natives, who
otherwise would have been slaughtered, eagerly giving our
amphibious forces a2 helping hand in disembearking supplies on
the beachhead, Resultant speeding up of the operation permitted
a speedy cross country advance by the army on Subic Bay over
which our flag was flying some twenty-four hours later.

S010 3 3

ENCLOZURE "A" to
Serial: 206
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7.5.8. YOUNG (DD580)
¥, S. NAVAL BASE
CHARTESTON, S.C.

DD580/A12

Serisl 67 . 27 Februsry 1946
From: ' Commanding Officer,

To 3 Secretery of the Navy, (Public Informetiom Office).
Subject: War Recoré of U,S.S. YOUNG (DD580) = Forwarding of,

References: {(a) AlLant 70-45.
Enclosure:  (A) War History of U.S.S. YOUNG (DD580).

1, Enclosure (4) is hereby forwarded in complisnce with ref-
erence {a).

CorDesLant {2)
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WAR HISTORY OF U.&,5. YOUIG (DD580)
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The U.f.8. YOWG (DN530) was the last of twelve chips originally
contracted for by the Havy with the Consoclidated Shipbuilding Sompeny in
Orange, Teras. She was commissicned on 31 July 1943, end the Zompend asswred
oy George B, Madden, Lt, Comdr., U.S, Navy. Her crew was, for the mostoart,
e green oqc, coming directly from varinus Naval Traindng Stations and
deloaldy Yente the znskedown period in the Guif of Mesico and Carrigean
that followad was vwecessarily an active onm.
2ning cub of Guanl. '~ Bew, Gube, ths YOGS first one-ation
&5 carrier escort amd planc~grrd for the LI.S, LANGLRNY, Th
LUTEG wes hunored ©r being one of the destrovers which ecscortad the 1.5,
100k part vay to Casa Blanca with Frezident Poosevelt aogywcd, Thiz daiv wns
of thort duretinn, lor orders arrived directing her to join the Prcific
Fieet. Proceeding by the way of the Panama Canal, she arrived in the Poeilic
on the 24th of Novenber 1943 and commenced her none too puceific carser.
Upon arriving st Pearl Harbor, Pacific Fleet Eeadguarters, she was crder
Lo go to the Worthern Pacific Theater by wey of San Frercisco, and in
Junuary of 1944, the YCUNG arrived in the iAlaskan-~ileutian Area, there to
rewain at tie nercy of that infamous weatier for o« vear,

4

@

The YCUKG'S beptism of fire wus early in Februsry when she wes one
of the Task Force wiich, for the first time in the war, subjected Japlang
to barbardment, This wus et Parumuskiru in the Kurile chuin, where
expancing havael installations wers fircd upon. Afbter several wouths of pebrolling
anc eperating out of Adak, hLlaska, cic particivetszd in the second and third !
boibardments of the Kurile Islends, the forwmer st ilatsuw:. on 13 Juns 1944 «nd
the latter on the 26th of the seme month agzinst Parsmuctiro sgain,

The rert few months were spent in the ucucl anti-sabmerine and anti-
sgircraft patrolling and the no mean task of keeping the gaip & going concern
in those treacherous waters., On 26 Angust 1944 there was a relief of commend,

aptein Madden being relisved by Lt. Cond¥. Donald G, Dockum, already a
veteran of the Pacific waer from the Solomons Islands caryaldsn.

Following mora patrolling in the Aleutiens, thes ship wss ordered brek
to the Continental nited States for a weleome narind of recreation and
overhaul, For her participation in tha Kuriles hombardments, she had earnc?
a star on tic aciitie~Paecific Campalen ribhon,

On & Vetober 1944, the YOTHG 1nft the Cold:n Cete rnd heafed for the
Western Pacific for duty with the feventk Fleot, Tor the war had progressed
in that sres as far as the gates of th~ Philippines, Relorting to Fleet
Headquarters in Manus, Admiralty Islends, on 31 October, she was made a
part of the anti-submarine sereen ecscorting a troop-conroy which composed
the re-supply of the landings on Leyte, Philippine islerile, The reception
at Leyte Gulf on 16 November was hostile, the formatiun scing subjected to
air attacks, three airersaft being sho% downr by the screea.

During the operations ugainst .indoro Islund, the YOUNG earned the righ
to paint five setting sun flags on her gun direetor by fhooting down five Jup
planes unacselsted and asesisting in splashing two others wi:en the convey was
under Jup Kamikuze attaok by spproxiuutely 25 uwireruft.
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Janusry nin!:’the -Gay of comnmzneenent of g:!ionst&gc inst Luzon,

and-the YOUNG was one ‘of the ships that composed that formidable array of
Faval .power off Lingaysn Bulf, Agsin the convoy wts brought under Jap air
attacks, and several vessels of the invaslon force were hil by Kumikeazos.

As the ground forees proceeded Southward from Lingayen, & second assault
forecedwsas formed to lend at San Harciscb, later to make & junctupe with the
other group North of lanila, The orginul plans called for & pulverizing
vre-invasion bonburdment but this was averted when the YOUNG, & shori dasten-u
~Sfeshorc with the intent of scouting enemy inetalletions, received un ali.os®
amintelligitle signal from soime one in a native cunoc. The YQURG stor.ed,
goubling oo th wbsenes of Jugs; wnd, when received abe-.rd; the signallev
turned ovh o Ye a Licuvenant of the Prilippine Gueril’es reporiing that th»
inmediate svea had been taken from the Jups only the d.y before. Tro resuli
A this gi.. .. ¥.8 the elimination of the necessity ¢ 2 costly bombislment;
3 speeding 1p of the operatior ¢ :1.a esving of counvlass Philippine lives,
fe they ware waiting on ‘the beach to receive our for:cs. :Twenty-four hours
rw.ter. our Torces were In Subie-Bay which™Yad been a proowar T.E. Naval Base,

The next operation in which the YOG perticipated was the entrence
51 Manile May, On 13~14 February, the same tima gs the dramatic landirgs on
ive Jima fayther North, the YCO'NG wns amongs st the ships which bombarded
Meriveles and Fortress Corregidor, 'She wes under fire from Bhore hattexies;
and managed to silence séveral, and thersupon entered I'anila Tay, the first
destroyer to so do sinee the dark davs of-104l, S B '

For the next few months the YOINIG enjsvad a réspite from operations
apsinst the enemy, spending most of rer tire in Suhle Tay, nith intermittent
vatrol asctivities, . . ' '

The last aetion against the Japs took placé i April whén the. Severith
Fle=t supported landings in the kialabang-Parang«Cotsbato srea of the Island .
of liindanso, the largest and the southermmmst 26Y “the iPHf¥ippines, o

Luring this long period in the Philippine. waters, the ship gualified
for the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one star and two additional sters
on the Asiatic~Pacifie Campaign Ribbon for the Leéyte and Luzén operations
respectively, ' . '

On 21 sy 1945, the ship receivedrgood news, for thoroughly expecting
to rejoin her squedron now intthe thick of the Okinuwa cumpaign, she wes
ordered to return to Pearl Harbom, The jubilart cheerd could be heard &ll
across -Subic Bay, This subsequently turned out to wean a 47 day overhaul
gt Navy Yeard, ilare Island, Californie snd leave for all hends.

Following & post-repair shckedowhn at San Diego,:the ship set out egain
for Pearl Habor to return to the war theatreﬂlbht the atomic'bomb'and subsequent
peace negotiations had consummsated in a possation of hostilities by the time
the ship had prached Pearl Harbor, The:YOUNGS firet postrwar dutles were
acting as plane guerd for the veteran U.8.S, BARATOGA off Maud Islard, T.Ee,
during which period she ratrieved severel Naval pilots from the weter et night.-

On September 25th, the YOUT'G joined varions rlements. of the Third Fleeb
and headed for the East Const of the United States vid the Panama Canal to
partieipate in Navy Day cewmonies, "hinecan" eailing was a novalty for the
120 Seabees on board as passengers {rom Pearl Harbor to New York, but the
disconforts were chaarfvlly endured, for the journey whs homeward-hounds
October 27th, Havy Day found the YOUI'G anchored 'in North River,. New York City,
elmost under Georpe “ashington Bridge for the reviem by President Truman and -
other dipnitaries,
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Hew York wiovided a.-fine Home-coming for the returnjng flset.
On 1 November 1945 the YOUNG Yeft MNew York spd steamed. townrds Charleston,
8.C., vhere she was destined for the Sixteenth {Inactive) Fleet, and, after-
the work 'of presérvation had: bren gompleted in the Wavy Yard, Charleston,
she was. placed in reserye-on 31 Jnﬁuarv 1946 mith a skelton crew on toard
for maintrnance. -Vith, guns and.engines silenced, she naits lest she be
calle@ upon again.to serve her country,

Wha oo _ow naned officers commanded this vessel duving the war years,

Corcramasp Ceorge B. Msdden, U.3, Navy
21 Taly 1945 = 25 August 1944

1554, 25th Avenue

Caiuad, Galifornia,

JSicscarder Donald G. Dockum, U.S. Hovy
25 bugust 1944 = 15 November 1945

312 Scuth Beverly Drive

Beveriy Hills, Galifornia.

No personnel received awards for the shove period end no persornel
asasualties or damege to the ship was ineurred in setion sguinst the eneny.




